The Reversed Trench
Pine Knob Battle

Constructed and manned by Confederate infantry on
June 15, 1864 the location of this trench enabled the
southerners to deliver a deadly flank fire into the right of
Geary’s division (20™ Army Corps) as it approached the
principal line of Confederate defense near what is now
the intersection of Hamilton and Kennesaw-Due West
roads. Later, arrival of Williams’ Federal division in this
vicinity forced the Confederates to abandon the trench.
During the night the Federals were busy ‘“‘reversing” a
portion of the trench. By morning the trench faced south
toward the Confederate main line.

Text written by Dr. Phil Secrist
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The Reversed Trench
Pine Knob Battle

Constructed and manned by Confederate infantry' on June 15, 1864 the location of this trench
enabled the southerners to deliver a deadly flank fire into the right of Geary’s division 0™
Army Corps)’ as it approached the principal line of Confederate defense” near what is now the
intersection of Hamilton and Kennesaw-Due West roads.’ Later, arrival of Williams’ Federal
division in this vicinity forced the Confederates to abandon the trench.® During the night the
Federals were busy “reversing” a portion of the trench.” By morning the trench faced south
toward the Confederate main line®.

" OR, Part II, 31 documented Geary “engaged the enemy in his works™ and described that the enemy subsequently
abandoned his works. This supports the notion that the Confederates originally constructed said works.

2 Beach, 73.

3 Beach, 73 referred to Geary’s division being forced to retire with a loss of several hundred men; Kerksis, 838, 842
commented on Geary’s heavy casualties.

* Beach, 73.

> This is supported by the Bearss Troup Movement map. Also, see final footnote.

°OR, Part II, 31.

7T was not able to substantiate through written sources that this activity took place. But this notion is supported by
the fact that the Confederates abandoned it (footnote 1), and its remains face south (final footnote).

¥ Both Secrist (conversation) and Johnson reported that the remains of the trench at the location specified in the text
face south.



